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LiveConnections’ 2017-2018 season starts with the question: 
“How can music build community?” 

Our answer is to connect nationally and internationally 
renowned musicians, as well as local favorites, with 
LiveConnections’ community of youth from public schools, 
individuals with disabilities, and adventurous music-lovers.

To connect artists with each other to present distinctive, 
boundary-crossing music. 

To see the potential for collaboration across ages, abilities, 
backgrounds and musical genres.

This year, we are thrilled to honor Youngmoo Kim of Drexel 
University’s ExCITe Center with our third annual Connector 
Award. Youngmoo’s innovations at the intersections of 
technology, education and the arts are exactly the kind of out-
of-the-box community-building we love.

We can’t wait to hear all the music that emerges this season, 
to see the vibrant community that is built. We hope you’ll 
join us along the way.

Thanks for being part of our community!

	 	
Melinda Steffy		  Hal Real	 David Bradley
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big hurrah 2017
November 14, 2017

5:30–8:30pm
at World Cafe Live, 3025 Walnut Street, Philadelphia

Connector & Young Connector Awards 
honoring Youngmoo Kim, director of Drexel’s ExCITe Center, & 
Devon Leonard, a student at Our Lady of Confidence Day School

performances showcasing LiveConnections’ 
innovative & collaborative music-making

�� “Cybersounds” trio Andrew Lipke, Angela Zator Nelson & 
David Rosen

�� “African-American Spirituals” trio Allen Pinkney, Luke Carlos 
O’Reilly & Kwasi Burgee

�� frequent collaborators Jakub Ciupinski, theremin; Josh 
Robinson, percussion; & Yolanda Wisher, poet

�� students from Hill-Freedman World Academy &  
Freire Charter Middle School

drinks & hors d’oeuvres

all proceeds benefit LiveConnections’ music education &  
community programs

Connector Award 
LiveConnections proudly honors Youngmoo Kim, director 
of Drexel University’s ExCITe Center, with our 3rd annual 
Connector Award at this year’s Big Hurrah. The award 
recognizes someone who shares LiveConnections’ vision for 
crossing boundaries and who works to build bridges, create 
collaborations and fuel innovation through the power of 

connection and relationship. Youngmoo embodies that—he’s an innovator at the 
intersection of technology, education and the arts.

Youngmoo received his PhD in Media Arts and Sciences from MIT in 2003 and 
also holds Master’s degrees in Electrical Engineering and Music (Vocal Performance 
Practice) from Stanford University, as well as a BS in Engineering and a BA in 
Music from Swarthmore College. His research group, the Music & Entertainment 
Technology Laboratory (MET-lab), focuses on the machine understanding of audio, 
particularly for music information retrieval. Other areas of active research at MET-lab 
include human-machine interfaces and robotics for expressive interaction, real-
time analysis, synthesis and visualization of sound, and K-12 outreach for STEAM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts & Design, and Mathematics) education. 

He and ExCITe are LiveConnections partners, spearheading the design of our 
“Cybersounds” Bridge Session, an interactive live experience that uses ExCITe Center 
technology to help kids visualize and learn about how sound works and how music 
can be made. 

Young Connector Award 
New this year, LiveConnections is presenting our first Young 
Connector Award to a student from our programs who 
demonstrates creativity, leadership and the ability to foster 
connections among people. This year’s recipient, Devon 
Leonard, is a student at Our Lady of Confidence Day School, 
which serves teenagers and young adults (ages 15-21) with 

intellectual disabilities. Devon’s teacher Diana Van Thuyne had this to say:

“Through various situations, Devon has enhanced the school community relationship 
between Our Lady of Confidence and Bishop McDevitt High School. Last December, 
not only did Devon choose the song students were to sing, but he directed his fellow 
students during the presentation which took place in front of the entire school. 
Devon was also asked to serve as the JV baseball manager for Bishop McDevitt. 
The coaches saw his athletic ability and felt he would be an asset during baseball 
practice drills. Devon has been installed as this year’s Student Ambassador which 
helps foster the inclusive relationship between OLC and Bishop McDevitt.”4
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$5000 School Sponsors

$500 Supporting 
Sponsors
The Art Shop
Benjamin Cobrin & Company
BWA architecture + planning
Coscia Moos Architecture, LLC
Grace Tavern
Keystone First
Dr. Karyn Scher
W. Michael Tuman, DMD
University City Science Center

Connector award 
Sponsor
Vinylux

Program Book Ads
Astral Artists
Intercultural Journeys
Symphony in C

$2500 Collaboration Sponsors

$1000 Connecting Sponsors

thanks to our 2017 sponsors!

Current at time of printing 10/18/2017
[Image: Jaci Downs Photography]
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about LiveConnections
LiveConnections, a nonprofit organization in residence at World 
Cafe Live, creates programs that inspire learning and build 
community through collaborative music-making. In 2008, a team 
of artists, educators and entrepreneurs founded LiveConnections 
to address declining music education in Philadelphia schools and 
tap into the people-connecting power of music. Across all of our 
programs, LiveConnections is committed to artistry of the highest 
caliber, collaboration, community-building and accessibility/
inclusion. We approach live music as an essential social and 
educational experience that helps create engaged and well-rounded 
global citizens. 

Each year, LiveConnections reaches 5,000 participants with our 
educational programs. Bridge Sessions, our signature interactive 
performances at World Cafe Live, blend live music with hands-
on activities. Sessions introduce students from Philadelphia 
public schools and youth and adults with disabilities to diverse 
musical cultures and build skills in listening, expressing ideas and 
synthesizing new information. We also offer in-school and after-
school residencies at partner schools, providing sustained, in-depth 
music-making experiences for students from under-resourced schools. 

LiveConnections prioritizes accessibility for people with disabilities 
who face barriers to participation in the arts. We present Bridge 
Sessions and in-facility workshops targeted for youth and adults 
with cognitive and physical disabilities, and our interactive, adaptive 
approach means individuals may fully engage at their own ability levels. 

In addition, LiveConnections curates a critically acclaimed concert 
series featuring adventurous, boundary-crossing collaborations. 
Our LiveConnections Presents concerts feature Grammy winners, 
local talent and rising stars; we frequently commission new music 
that blends musical styles and cultures; and our concert artists 
participate in our educational and community programming.

by the numbers
SINCE 2008

34,000 participants served 
from 90+ schools & 
organizations

99% participated for FREE

30+ programs geared for 
adults with cognitive & 
physical disabilities

130 collaborating artists

43 LiveConnections Presents 
concerts featuring innovative 
collaborations

12 commissions of new 
concert music

2 albums of student  
songwriting

[Image: Conrad Erb Photography] 9



10 1110

bridge sessions
Nia Eubanks Dixon, Keisha Hutchins, Lela Aisha Jones

“The experience was mind-blowing. This was my 
first time being here and I’d like to say thank you very 
much because it opened up my eyes to a new world.”
—Nahsir, 11th grade, Philadelphia

“This coming together of music, movement 
and learning is really how all schools should be. 
Thankfully, LiveConnections continues to make that a 
reality one Bridge Session at a time.” 
—WHYY Friday Arts

Bridge Sessions are LiveConnections’ signature educational performances 
for students from public schools and people with disabilities. We reach 
approximately 5,000 participants each year, 99% of whom attend for 
FREE. Sessions take place at our partner venue World Cafe Live, where 
schools and human service organizations bring anywhere from 60 to 150 
participants for an intimate performance with professional sound, lights 
and atmosphere. Teaching artists representing diverse musical traditions 
and cultures (classical, jazz, blues, folk, rock, hip-hop, world and more) 
blend live performances with hands-on activities that build skills in 
listening, expressing ideas and synthesizing new information.
[Images: Conrad Erb Photography]10
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African-American Spirituals: Roots & 
Reverberations featuring Allen Pinkney, 
vocals; Luke Carlos O’Reilly, keyboard; 
& Kwasi Burgee, percussion. From the 
sounds of West Africa to the potent music 
and messages of spirituals to the styles 
of gospel, blues and hip-hop, this session 
honors a proud and rich American musical 
tradition. 

The Building Blocks of Music featuring 
Joseph Conyers, double bass; Rebecca 
Harris, violin; & Andrew Lipke, guitar & 
voice. Breaks down the fundamentals of 
melody, harmony and bass using a range 
of pop, rock and classical songs. Created 
in partnership with the Philadelphia 
Orchestra.

Cybersounds featuring Andrew Lipke, 
guitar & voice; Angela Zator Nelson, 
percussion; & Dave Rosen, bass & 
electronics. Drexel’s ExCITe Center joins us 
in an interactive exploration of the science 
of sound, including visualizations of sound 
waves, and the ways technology and music 
creatively combine. 

Folk Music: The People’s Music featuring 
Ami Yares, guitar/oud/ukulele/vocals; Elena 
Moon Park, violin/guitar/trumpet/vocals; 
& Joe Tayoun, percussion. A celebration 
of the diversity, themes and spirit of folk 
music from a variety of cultures, including 
East Asia, the Middle East and the U.S.  

Jazz Speaks (NEW!) featuring Larry 
McKenna, saxophone; Luke Carlos O’Reilly, 
keyboard; Arturo Stable, percussion; & 
Yolanda Wisher, poetry & voice. Traces 
the journey of jazz: its origins, styles and 
various ways jazz “speaks,” including 
connections to Latin culture and influence 
on spoken word poetry.

Language of Rhythm featuring Luke 
Carlos O’Reilly, keyboards; Josh Robinson, 
percussion; & Jacob Winterstein, spoken 
word. Builds an understanding of how 
rhythm and music relate to spoken 
language and gives participants a chance 
to write their own group poems.

Rhythmic Body featuring movement 
artist Lela Aisha Jones & percussionist 
Alex Shaw with guest percussionists 
Anssumane Silla & Kwasi Burgee. Looks at 
the intersection of movement and rhythm 
through polyrhythms, Brazilian capoeira, 
West African dance and hip-hop. 

Tunes & Tales featuring Julia Li, violin; 
Charlotte Blake Alston, storytelling & kora; 
& Gabriel Globus-Hoenich, percussion. 
Uses the African folktale of Anansi the 
spider to introduce musical story-telling 
and show how sounds can convey images 
and emotions. Created in partnership with 
the Philadelphia Orchestra.

Voices & Bodies in Social Action featuring 
artists Lela Aisha Jones, Nia Eubanks 
Dixon & Keisha Hutchins. How have 
music, movement and voices been part of 
the advocacy for civil and human rights? 
A powerful overview of the ways creative 
expression joins with visions of social change. 

World of Percussion featuring 
percussionists Kwasi Burgee, Alex Shaw & 
François Zayas. Introduces 100 percussion 
instruments and rhythms from around the 
world through soundscapes and hands-on 
activities. 

BRIDGE SESSION TOPICS

See page 22 for the 2017–2018 calendar.

[Image: Conrad Erb Photography] Rebecca Harris, Joseph Conyers 13
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residencies

“[LiveConnections] shows what the children 
of Pennsylvania can achieve when they are given 
the power to be innovators, artists, musicians 
and thinkers.” 
—The Honorable Tonyelle Cook-Artis

In our residencies and workshops, we work closely with partner schools 
and organizations to tailor in-depth programs that support classroom 
learning. School residencies feature our interactive approach to music-
making and provide opportunities for schools that participate in Bridge 
Sessions to engage more deeply with teaching artists on long-term 
projects. 2017–2018 projects include:

�� “What’s Going On,” a songwriting and music production residency 
at Hill-Freedman World Academy, inspired by Motown’s artistry, 
entrepreneurship and voice for civil rights;

�� “Immigrant Songs,” a songwriting and storytelling after-school 
program for refugee teens at Northeast High School in partnership 
with HIAS PA; 

�� A weekly after-school percussion ensemble at Bregy Elementary 
School; and

�� Two weeks of our Percussion Studio summer camp: one for Freire 
Charter Middle School and one for students from the Center for 
Grieving Children.

Yolanda Wisher (right) [Images: Jaci Downs Photography]

BrotherlyLove

14
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accessibility
“I liked the music, the drums and the words and 
how they expressed cultures from other countries. 
They make you feel like you’re talking to people in 
other countries. It makes you want to talk to your 
ancestors...Makes me feel like I want to be an artist.”
—Chris, participant from Programs Employing People

LiveConnections prioritizes accessibility for people with disabilities 
who face barriers to participation in the arts. In specially tailored Bridge 
Sessions and “On the Road” workshops, our teaching artists present 
material that is sensitive to the many different characteristics of those we 
serve, including individuals with traumatic brain injuries, developmental 
disabilities, autism and vision impairment, among others. Our interactive, 
adaptive approach means that all participants may fully engage at their 
own ability levels, regardless of whether a session targets a specific 
disability audience or whether “mainstreamed” students with special 
needs attend as part of a general education group.

[Images: Jaci Downs Photography]

Alex Shaw (right)

16
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concerts
“Exciting and much-needed programming.”
—Artblog

“Once again, LiveConnections’ musical 
matchmaking has produced a lively evening of 
musical discovery.”
—DCMetroTheaterArts

In our critically acclaimed LiveConnections Presents concert series, we 
pair musicians from different genres and cultural backgrounds—including 
Grammy winners, local talent and rising stars—to develop one-of-a-kind 
programs. The performances provide the opportunity for musicians to 
create distinctive, boundary-crossing music, frequently involving new 
commissions and world premieres.

Our 2017–2018 concerts ask “How can music build community?” To 
answer that, we’re bringing nationally and internationally renowned 
musicians to Philadelphia, supporting the creation of new music, and 
providing opportunities for artists to engage with LiveConnections’ local 
community of youth from public schools and individuals with disabilities. 
Ticket-buyers and underserved audiences alike will have opportunities to 
experience artistry of the highest caliber.

Benito Meza, Bridget Kibbey, Samuel Torres
[Image: Conrad Erb Photography]
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Fifth House Ensemble + 
Jason Vieaux
Wednesday, December 13, 2017
7:30 PM | $30/$20 (including fees)
Downstairs at World Cafe Live, Philadelphia

Limitless imagination, powerhouse artistry. 
Critically acclaimed Fifth House Ensemble joins 
Grammy-winner Jason Vieaux to perform Dan 
Visconti’s “Living Language.” The 30-min. guitar 
concerto covers a “broad musical landscape” 
with elements of “prog rock, neoclassicism, 
heavy metal, Arabian folk music, country blues” 
and more (San Francisco Chronicle). Additional 
ensemble and solo guitar works round out an 
inventive, not-your-standard-classical-music 
program. Students from Play On, Philly! will open. 

	Bridge Sessions for schools on Dec. 14

VOCES8
Sunday, March 4, 2018
3:00 PM | $20/$15 (including fees)
Downstairs at World Cafe Live, Philadelphia

British ensemble VOCES8 takes a cappella 
chamber singing to a new level. Called 
“impeccable” (Gramophone), the 8-voice 
ensemble performs everything from Renaissance 
polyphony to contemporary commissions. For 
this concert, they’ll be joined by school and 
community choirs that have participated in 
“VOCES8 Method” workshops. 

	Bridge Sessions for schools on Mar. 5

Kinan Azmeh + Aizuri Quartet
Thursday, May 31, 2018
7:30 PM | $30/$20 (including fees)
Downstairs at World Cafe Live, Philadelphia

Grammy-winning Syrian clarinetist Kinan Azmeh 
and the acclaimed Aizuri Quartet come together 
for a concert spanning classical, jazz and Arab 
musical languages. The collaboration draws 
on the artists’ creative and thought-provoking 
approaches to music-making, featuring works by 
Komitas Vartaped, Yevgeniy Sharlat and a world 
premiere of new work by Azmeh. Students from 
LiveConnections’ “Immigrant Songs” residency 
will open the concert.

BUY TICKETS at liveconnections.org
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SYBARITE5, Jakub Ciupinksi

[Image: Conrad Erb Photography]
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October 27, 2017	 Professional Development for Teachers: the VOCES8 Method 
with Paul Smith

October 30, 2017	 African-American Spirituals: Roots & Reverberations

November 6, 2017	 World of Percussion

November 14, 2017	G ALA: LiveConnections Big Hurrah

December 13, 2017	 Folk Music: The People’s Music

December 13, 2017	 CONCERT: Fifth House Ensemble + Jason Vieaux

December 14, 2017	 Bridge Sessions with Fifth House Ensemble + Jason Vieaux

January 16, 2018	 Voices & Bodies in Social Action

January 29, 2018	 Cybersounds

February 5, 2018	 Jazz Speaks

February 26, 2018	 African-American Spirituals: Roots & Reverberations

February 27, 2018	 African-American Spirituals: Roots & Reverberations

March 4, 2018	 CONCERT: VOCES8

March 5, 2018	 Bridge Sessions with VOCES8

March 26, 2018	 Rhythmic Body

March 27, 2018	 Rhythmic Body

May 7–15, 2018	 CAMPAIGN: Kids Count 2018

May 7, 2018	 Language of Rhythm

May 8, 2018	 Language of Rhythm

May 15, 2018	OU R 10th BIRTHDAY!

May 21, 2018	 World of Percussion

May 22, 2018	 World of Percussion

May 23, 2018	 Folk Music: The People’s Music

May 31, 2018	 CONCERT: Kinan Azmeh + Aizuri Quartet

For complete details, visit liveconnections.org.    

2017–2018 Calendar

[Image: Conrad Erb Photography] 23
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financial report FY2017
Revenue

July 1, 2016–June 30, 2017
Unrestricted Total: $430,448

Drawn from Past Surplus: $28,372
95% contributed / 5% earned

Grants & Contributions
$175,527 (38%)

Grants Released from 
Time Restriction

$185,000 (40%)

Program Income
$22,100 (5%)

Donated Services
$17,356 (4%)

Fundraising Event (net)
$30,465 (7%)

For a copy of LiveConnections’ FY2017 audit report or IRS 990, please 
contact Executive Director Melinda Steffy at melinda@liveconnections.org.

Expenses
July 1, 2016–June 30, 2017

Total: $458,820

Programming
$348,785 (76%)
	 Bridge Sessions (34%)
	 Residencies (15%)
	 Concerts (27%)
	

Management 
& General

$20,910 (5%)

Fundraising
$89,125 (19%)

Drawn from Past Surplus 
$28,372 (6%)
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thank you to our donors!
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July 1, 2016 – June 30, 2017

Kids Count 2017
CAMPAIGN May 8–17, 2017

$2500+ 
Stephen & Erica Barnes
Clarke L. & Barbara Blynn
Nathan Speare Foundation

$1000+ 
Tony & DeDe Brown
Randy & Cindy Cherkas
Irina & Robert Crowder
Scott R. Isdaner
Scott M. Jenkins, in honor of Margaret 

Berger Bradley and Tony Brown
Bob & Margo Keith
Paralee Knight
Mark & Jill Loschiavo
Scott & Sharon Rankin
Anne Sheppard & Hal Real
Lawrence A. Real
Greg & Mariann Reh
Strauss Foundation
Fred & Barbara Sutherland
David B. & Rebecca Thornburgh

$500+ 
Sally Bullard
Solomon Katz & Pauline A. Candaux
J.B. & Winnie Doherty
Lenny Feinberg
Kevin Kleinschmidt
Barbara Moskow
Tamar & Adam Oded
Robert Penn
Caroline Buck Rogers
Katie & Anthony L. Schaeffer
David E. Tepper
Ray & Jen Walheim
Thomas & Penelope Watkins

$250+ 
Barry & Robin Abelson
Susan L. Asplundh, in honor of Hal Real 

& Anne Sheppard
David Bradley & Margaret Berger Bradley
Joseph Conyers
Mark Cornish
Michael & Hillary Delone
Jeffrey S. Istvan
A.P. Jannetta
Mary & Tom Javian
Kenneth & Judy Lau
Margaret A. Lavanish, in honor of Asher 

Lavanish
Laurie Burstein-Maxwell & Leland P. 

Maxwell
Marc N. Moghadam
Gregory Morley
Jeremy Moskowitz
Lynn Marks & Clifford Pearlman
Jane G. Pepper
Jesse & Beka Rendell
Matthew Lavanish & Melinda Steffy
Ramona & Jack Vosbikian
Kevin & Mimi Walsh
Kenneth & Judy Weinstein

up to $249 
Anthony Bregman & Malaika Amon
Gregory & Ellen Bahtiarian
Paul M. Baiada
Ivan Barias
Alexis Barron
Alex Hamilton & Leslie H. Benoliel
Arnold Berger
Zachary A. Berkman
Christopher & Kate Leuschke Blinn
Stefanie L. Bock
Sonja C. Bontrager
Sarah Ann Bradley
Laura & Norman Brennan
Jonatha Brooke
Leslie Brush
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(Continued...)
Luke Butler
Bryan Buttler
Patrick & Wendy Cacacie
Claudio Cambon
The Honorable Thomas R. & Mrs. 

Martha S. Carper
Martin Raffel & Maris Chavenson
Val Chavenson
Radcliffe Cheston
Rhonda Clinton
Danielle Cohn
Kory Collins
Michael Cooper
Michelle Cox
Harrison R. Crecraft
Frederick Crockett
Mark & Peggy Curchack
Cynthia L. Dahl, in honor of Lori Landew
Michael J. Daly
Henry DeVuono
Diane K. Dewey
Jessica S. Diamond, in honor of David 

Bradley
Lee Dietterich
Elizabeth Dow
Steven J. Downing
Alyse Driscoll
Ed & Prue Dunning
Ladonna Edwards
Pasua Ellison
Conrad A. Erb
Kia Ervin Lockhart
Frances B. Fahy
Herman & Helen Fala
Angela M. Falco
Michael Fiebach
Graham & Katharine Finney
Bradley & Esther Flamm
Darryl J. Ford
Madeleine Gardberg
Laura A. Genovese
John & Victoria Gilbride
Morris Gocial
Bruce Godick
Keith & Catherine Goldan

Greg Goldman
Linda Samost & Ira J. Goldstein
Joseph Gorman
Carolyn Grady
Alan Greenberger
Curtis Gregory
Amanda Griffin
Grace Grillet
Matt Wray & Jill Gurvey
Orlando & Patricia Haddad
Ann Hedges
Leslie Hempling
Maria Hipps
Bettina Y. Hoerlin
Maia Jachimowicz
Sarah James
Alexander B. Shaw & Lela Aisha Jones
Valerie M. Jones
Juliette Kang
Tracy Katz
Heather Keafer
Janice L. Kirkwood
Kenneth Klaus
Thomas La Forgia
Roger LaMay
Alex Unger & Lori Landew
Thomas Laskawy
Linda & Bill Lee
Nathea Lee
William Kennedy & Helen Leicht
Betsy & Ben J. LeRoy
Karen Lewis
Edward & Eileen Leypoldt
Andrew & Myriah Lipke
Sarah Lorraine
Brian A. Loschiavo
Jim & Ellen Lutz
Michael Maicher
Michaela Majoun
Derren Ameer Mangum
Laura & Sam R. Marshall
David & Leslie Matthews
Luigi Mazzocchi
Kelly Mccaughern
Kevin & Deb G. Mcgrath
Garrett McGlothlin & Galea McGregor
Charlie Miller
Rhoda Miller

Alex Mitnick
John & Mary Beth Morrissey
Ann & Troy Moss
Ken & Moira Mumma
Francis X. Murray
Patricia G. Neale
Bill Nicoletti
Susan Nordlof
Stuart Novick
Scott Noye, in honor of Lori Landew
Katerine O’Leary
Ivy Olesh
Jeff Oppenheimer
John Orr
Bonnie Oswald
Max Page, in honor of David Bradley
Kerri D. Park
Michael J. Patrick
Jane G. Pepper
Scott Peters
Stephen H. Phillips
Sharon Pinkenson
Mari Prentice
Andrew Rachlin
Alanna Raffel
Rebekah & Sunil Reddi
Paul Reisler
Alan & Susan Rhode, in honor of Lori 

Landew
Jonathan G. Richter
Alison Roberts
Faith M. Robinson
Matthew Rogers
Jeanie Roggio
Rafael Rosato
David Rosner
Jared Kotler & Natalie Rounick
Hobart L. Rowland
Larry Russock
Gerald Escovitz & Francyn Sacks
Jay Sand
Robert Sanders
Stephen Harris & Peggy Schiavone
Susan Hight & Ceci Schickel
Dina Schlossberg, in honor of David 

Bradley
Mark C. Schultz
Fred & Eleanor Schwandt

Jordan Schwartz
Elliot Seif
Alex Seldin
Nancy J. Shaw
Eli Lurie & Jen Shrager
Barbara Oaks Silver & Edward Silver
Lisa Slowik
Paul Slowik
Kevin Sullivan
Diane Gallant & John Tillinghast
Evelyn Toff
David F. Tusio
Tim & Sylvia Umbreit
Lee Van de Velde
Nancy & Jan Vanning
Lisa M. Vaupel
Jim & Isabelle Vesey
Lindsay J. Warner
Warwick S. Wheeler
Dyana Williams, in honor of Lori Landew
Kimberly Winnick
Merle & Elizabeth Winters
Marion & Brian Young
Shawn I. Zevit, in honor of David 

Bradley
Daniel Zucker
Michele O. Zuckman
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Big Hurrah 2016
GALA October 6, 2016

SPONSORS
$5000+
Ballard Spahr LLP
University of Pennsylvania
World Cafe Live
WXPN-FM

$2500+
Cenero
Deloitte Consulting LLP
Fox Rothschild LLP
WRTI-FM

$1000+
BB&T - The Addis Group
Beyond Insurance
Cozen O’Connor
Elfant Wissahickon Realtors
honeygrow
Anne Sheppard & Hal Real
Dr. Larry Real
TGS Financial Advisors

$500+
Bookminders
The Curtis Institute of Music
Grace Tavern
Valerie M. Jones Associates
The Rendell Family
David B. & Rebecca Thornburgh

TICKETS & DONATIONS
$1000+ 
Anonymous
Tony & DeDe Brown
Greg & Mariann Reh
Karyn Scher
Frank Seidman

$500+ 
Stephen & Erica Barnes
Solomon Katz & Pauline A. Candaux

Ken Hutchins, in honor of Yumi Kendall
Rob & Sally Hyman
The Honorable Marjorie O. Rendell
Seed the Dream Foundation
Alan Gorberg & Pam Stein

$250+ 
Anthony Bregman & Malaika Amon
Donna M. Batchelor
Alex Hamilton & Leslie H. Benoliel
Caramanico Foundation
Joseph Conyers
Kelly Davenport
Lori & John Derham
Graham & Katharine Finney
Madeleine Gardberg
Leonard & Mary Lee Haas
Katerine O’Leary
Robert Penn
Jim & Isabelle Vesey
Thomas & Penelope Watkins

up to $249 
Anonymous
Barbara Adams
Hilda Bacon
Eileen M. Baird
John Batten
Craig Belcher
Mark & Karen Bernstein
Valerie Bowman
David Bradley & Margaret Berger Bradley
Betsy Braun
Luke Butler
Joan Chait
Val Chavenson
Jennifer Creed
Irina & Robert Crowder
Eileen Cunniffe
Frank Cunningham
Mark & Peggy Curchack
Michael J. Daly
Kristin Davidson
Diane K. Dewey
Anthony & Bethann DiGiovanni
Stephen Dittmann
Amanda Dollar
Elizabeth Dow

Stacy Dutton
Patrick & Sharon Egan
Thomas & Leslie Elicker
Jeffrey Engle
Patrick Feeney
Bradley & Esther Flamm
Julie Flower
Diane and Robert Freedman
Broderick Byers & Dawn Frisby-Byers
John Colussi & Linda Galante
Carol Gantman
Irving R. Gerber
John & Victoria Gilbride
Laura Foster and Aaron Goldblatt
The Honorable Derek Green
Robert & Gretchen Groebel
Victoria Haney
Megan Helzner
Joan F. Hill, in memory of Robert Hill
Barbara Hirst
Eleanor James
Mary & Tom Javian
Terry Jones
Linda Ronis-Kass & Jonathan Kass
Stephen & Judy Kastenberg
Tracy Katz
William W. Keffer
Freedom Kerl
Howard Shapiro & Susan Kershman, in 

honor of David Bradley
Youngmoo Kim
Paralee Knight
Roger LaMay
Alex Unger & Lori Landew
Roy & Alison Lerman
Julia Littell
Mark & Jill Loschiavo
Michaela Majoun
Peggy Maley
Stacey & Jason Mandel
Dena H. Marchiony
David & Leslie Matthews
Marc N. Moghadam
Ann & Troy Moss
Musicians On Call
Bill Nicoletti
Francis X. O’Brien
Peter and Marjorie Ochroch

Tamar & Adam Oded
Ira & Joyce Orchin
Theresa Bova Osborne
Max Page, in honor of David Bradley
Jane G. Pepper
Jane M. Piecuch
Manny Profeta
Alanna Raffel
Bruce Ranes
Cole Redding
Will Rhodin
Debra Lynn Roberts
Wali & Yolanda Rushdan
Gerald Escovitz & Francyn Sacks
Katie & Anthony L. Schaeffer
Mark C. Schultz
Fred & Eleanor Schwandt
Kathy Fisher and Mordecai Schwartz
Ralph Picard & Patricia Scott
Quyen & Patrick Shanahan
Eric Silbertstein
Bobbi Silver
Robert & Amy Silverman
Paul Slowik
Brian Snow
Lisa Sonneborn, in honor of David 

Bradley
Mark E. Sagrans & Sheena Spearman
Herbert & Beverly Steffy
Matthew Lavanish & Melinda Steffy
John & Lisa Sullivan
Karen Flanigan Thorp
Ezechial & Tiffany Thurman
Evelyn Toff
Marcy Rauer Wagman
Merle & Elizabeth Winters

HELEN LEICHT TRIBUTE FUND
(also included by giving level above)
Anonymous
Hilda Bacon
Stephen & Erica Barnes
David Bradley & Margaret Berger Bradley
Tony & DeDe Brown
Jennifer Creed
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(Continued...)
Frank Cunningham
Michael J. Daly
Amanda Dollar
Leonard & Mary Lee Haas
Victoria Haney
Joan F. Hill
Barbara Hirst
Freedom Kerl
Roger LaMay
Dena H. Marchiony
David & Leslie Matthews
Musicians On Call
Francis X. O’Brien
Robert Penn
Jane M. Piecuch
Bruce Ranes
Anne Sheppard & Hal Real
Will Rhodin
Quyen & Patrick Shanahan
Bobbi Silver
Matthew Lavanish & Melinda Steffy
Marcy Rauer Wagman

Special guest artists
Ben Arnold
Jim Boggia
John Flynn
Lauren Hart
Lizanne Knott
Amos Lee

LiveConnections Presents 
Producers

$5000+ 
Thomas & Penelope Watkins

$2500+ 
Tony & DeDe Brown

$1000+ 
Solomon Katz & Pauline A. Candaux
Patricia West & Thomas Vernon

Additional Donations

$5000+ 
Greg & Mariann Reh

$2500+ 
Karyn Scher

$1000+ 
Anthony Creamer
Stacey & Jason Mandel
Lawrence A. Real

$500+ 
Tony & DeDe Brown
Luke Butler
Neubauer Foundation

$250+ 
Irina & Robert Crowder
David Bradley & Margaret Berger Bradley
Eileen M. Baird
Ballard Spahr LLP
James & Lin Buck
Jeffrey Engle
Jesse & Beka Rendell
Elliot Borgman & Martha Von Rosenstiel

up to $249 
Alan Aarons
Michelle Abiusu
ACE Charitable Foundation
Anonymous
Mel & Diane Baiada
Amy & Lonnie Cades
Frank M. & Michelle Chiachiere
Gregg & Karen Cooke
Carol Drakeford
Michael & Linda Dzuba, in honor of Hal 

Real
John Egan
Lynn Shesser & Gary Falk
Spencer Finch
Eli Finkel
Carol Fleischman
Carol Gantman
Alvin & Naomi Gerstein

David and Nina Greberman
Jen Hitelman
Caroline Culp Macmoran Hooke
Russ Johnson
Alexander B. Shaw & Lela Aisha Jones
Jonathan Kass & Linda Ronis-Kass
Angelica Kociuba
Roger LaMay
Alex Unger & Lori Landew
Jerome & Virginia Lavanish
Nathea Lee
Leslie Lieberman
Benjamin G. Lipman
Marlies Lissack
Kathryn Creamer & Joseph Madden
Lisa Mandel Cashman
Keith & Lise Marlowe
Paul Meshejian
Amy Norr and Jeff Metz
Linda & Morton Miller
Susan J. Morrison
Ken & Moira Mumma
Joanie Berger & Robert Nosanchuk
Peter and Marjorie Ochroch
Tamar & Adam Oded
Herman Parker & Lisa Okoniewski
Ira & Joyce Orchin
Heather Osborne
Melinda & Robert Penn, in honor of 

Emily Penn
Jane G. Pepper
Mari Prentice
Jeannette Quins
Anne Robbins
Robert W. Rose
Laurie Levi & Norman Schaffer
Caren Schiffman
Robert A. Schobel
Kathy Fisher and Mordecai Schwartz
Ron Sevold
Mark Smith & Cindy Shapiro
Wayne Welsh & Dea Silbertrust
Barbara Oaks Silver & Edward Silver
Matthew Lavanish & Melinda Steffy
Ellen D. Stoddard
Roselyn Synder
Amy Segal & Chris J. Taranta

Rachel Thompson
David B. & Rebecca Thornburgh
Marie Valerio
Laura Wall
Michi Wiancko
Gary Yeary
Glenn Yeary

Educational Improvement  
Tax Credit (EITC)
Vulcan Spring & Manufacturing Co.

Matching Gift Companies
GlaxoSmithKline

Josh Robinson, Jacob Winterstein, Xavier Foley 
& Yumi Kendall at the Big Hurrah 2015
[Image: Jaci Downs Photography]
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sponsor ads

Brilliant innovator,  
leader, and scholar

Congratulations 
Youngmoo Kim, PhD  

on the  
2017 Connector Award

 
As a Professor of Electrical and Computer Engineering and 
Director of the Expressive and Creative Interaction Technologies 
Center (ExCITe) at Drexel University, Youngmoo Kim is known 
for creating collaborations and driving innovation. As a leader 
at the intersection of education, technology, the arts, design and 
entrepreneurship, Dr. Kim embodies LiveConnections’ vision 
for crossing boundaries and building bridges.  

Harlem Quartet, Arturo Stable
[Image: Conrad Erb Photography]

Foundation & Government Support
Allen Hilles Fund
Caroline J S Sanders Trust #1
The CHG Charitable Trust
The Christian R. and Mary F. Lindback 

Foundation
Christopher Ludwick Foundation
Connelly Foundation
Corrine R. & Henry Bower Memorial 

Trust
Dolfinger-McMahon Foundation
Henrietta Tower Wurts Memorial
Howell Lockhart Seiple Trust
Independence Foundation
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Joseph Kennard Skilling Trust
Patricia Kind Family Foundation
Paula Steinebach Trust
Pennsylvania Council on the Arts
The Philadelphia Cultural Fund
The Presser Foundation
Rosenlund Family Foundation
Scholler Foundation
Seybert Foundation
Stockton Rush Bartol Foundation
Union Benevolent Association
Wyncote Foundation



Inspiring learning & building community 
through collaborative music-making.

P.O. Box 42796, Philadelphia, PA 19104
267-295-2947  |  info@liveconnections.org

liveconnections.org

LiveConnections.org is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, tax ID #26-2666641.

Cover: Elena Moon Park, Ami Yares
[Image: Conrad Erb Photography]

Board of Directors
Hal Real, president
Luke Butler, vice president
Steve Barnes, treasurer
Paralee Knight, secretary
David Bradley
Tony Brown
Sally Bullard
Val Chavenson
Robert J. Crowder
Lori Landew
Helen Leicht
Andrew Lipke
Tamar Oded
Rob Penn
Greg Reh
Alex Shaw
Tayyib Smith
David B. Thornburgh
Tia Wilson

Staff
Melinda Steffy, executive director
Blair Bodine, director of development
David Bradley, founding director & education curator
Bryan Buttler, publicist
Ladonna Edwards, program coordinator
Mary Wheelock Javian, LiveConnections Presents curator 


